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3+t F4p L 3 “How Do You Shake Hands?” Escalate: 2, p. 14

A handshake is a common way to greet someone. When you meet people for the first time, it’s
polite to shake their hands, too. You may think that you know the best way to shake hands. However,
people everywhere shake hands differently. If you don’t know the right customs, people might think
you are impolite. In the United States, people like short, strong handshakes. People in Brazil like long,
strong handshakes. In the Philippines, a long handshake is OK, but it should be gentle.

Every society has a different way to shake hands. However, a few handshake rules are the same all
over the world. Never offer anyone a wet hand. Always offer your right hand. It’s usually bad manners
to use your left one. If you still aren’t sure about what to do, let the other person lead the handshake.
You can copy the other person’s actions. If you give a good handshake, people will trust you more.
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